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Minutes of the Second Meeting of the Chicago Section, 
A. S. P., January 2, 1891. 

The second meeting of the Chicago Section of the A. S. P. was held January 
2, 1891, at the Dearborn Observatory, Evanston, 111. 

Mr. Douglass was in the chair. 

The reading of the minutes of the last meeting was dispensed with. 

The Secretary announced the receipt of a letter from Professor Holden, 
stating that an amendment to the Constitution of the A. S. P. was under con- 
sideration, which would authorize the formation of Sections of that body. 

The Secretary also read extracts from Professor Holden's address on "The 
Work of an Astronomical Society," and recommended it to the members. It 
was voted that copies of this address be obtained, if possible, and distributed 
among the members. 

On motion of Mr. Pike, an assessment of fifty cents per member was 
ordered, to meet current expenses of printing, etc. The Secretary was author- 
ized to collect the assessment and to expend it for the purpose indicated. 

The Secretary then brought up the question of observing Sections, and 
strongly advocated their formation. The subject was left under consideration 
until the next meeting. 

There being no further business, Professor G. W. Hough made some very 
interesting remarks on observations with small telescopes. Referring to Pro- 
fessor Holden's paper on " The Work of an Astronomical Society," he stated 
that it covered the ground very fully, and left little to be said. He recom- 
mended the observation of variable stars to those not owning telescopes, as their 
changes can be very successfully watched with an opera glass, using neighboring 
stars for comparison. 

In the observation of Jupiter, and the phenomena of his satellites, much can 
be done with small glasses, although it is, of course, true that large instruments 
show the physical features of the planet with more detail. Accurate time can 
easily be obtained by those who wish to observe the satellites. 

In the case of the sun, small telescopes are not much inferior to large ones, 
as the light is so abundant. Amplification of the image and extremely short ex- 
posures are best for photographic work. Photographs of limited areas of the 
moon's surface, made in the same way, would also be valuable, but in this case 
the magnification must not be too great, as the light is so much less. There is 
little trouble from this source, however, when short focus telescopes are used. 

At this point a discussion arose as to the use of amplifying lenses, and Mr. 
Smith stated his intention of experimenting with an ordinary eye-piece. 

Professor Hough mentioned the various forms of correcting lenses, and 
stated his belief that a lens within the focus would prove very satisfactory. 

Mr. Douglass remarked that Gundlach is now experimenting with this 
method. 

In conclusion, Professor Hough spoke of the great opportunities for observ- 
ing double stars. Out of 6000 known doubles only about 1500 cannot be 
measured with a five or six-inch glass. These doubles need to be measured 
from time to time, and a small telescope, with clock and micrometer, is amply 
sufficient for the great majority. The work of BuRNHAM and Dembowski may 
be cited as an example. 
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The instruments of the Observatory were then shown and explained by 
Professor Hough, and a hearty vote of thanks was given him by acclamation. 
The meeting then adjourned. 

The following have been added to the list of members of the Chicago Section, 
A, S. P. : 

E. Burton Holmes, 229 Michigan Boulevard, Chicago. 

Mrs. Ruth W. Brewster, 145 Oakwood Boulevard, Ghicago. 

A. W. Wagner, First National Bank, Joliet, 111. 

Rev. E. H. Rudd, D. D., St. Mary's School, Knoxville, 111. 

GEORGE E. HALE, Secretary. 



